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Arden" was built in 1842 by James Murray, a young and prominent physician 
of West River. 

Dr. Murray had built a fine house in Owensville in 1838 ("Smith's Purchase", 
AA-36-Q-e); he had set up his office there and had married a Miss Belt from 
Howard County. In about 1840 a tragedy occurred; his wife was killed by a 
fall down the cellar steps. 

Mcu '\ C(\c ST< -*" 
Dr. Murray married again, this time to one of the daughters of Dr. James 
Cheston of "Hawthorne Ridge" (AA-34-N-a). The couple were given,by Cheston, 
a piece of land on which to build. ^.S 

The new house, "Arden", was designed to be all on one floor, to prevent a 
possible recurrence of the first Mrs. Murray's accident. The source of the 
design is not known though it is reminiscent of a Louisiana style planta
tion house. It is a radical departure from the traditional styles of 
Southern Maryland Architecture. From a critical point of view it was an 
interesting and relatively successful architectural experiment, though still 
better suited to hotter climates. 

The main roof covers a deep verandah which extends around the front and 
sides of the house. The entrance opens into a wide center hall with the 
living room on its south side and the dining room on the north. The hall 
is divided toward the back of the house by a pair of shutter doors. Beyond 
them are the steps to the attic (now finished into bedrooms and storage 
space). The first floor bedrooms are on either side of the rear hall, and 
the breezeway to the kitchen is reached at the end of the hall. The floor 
plan of the house is simple and nearly symmetrical. The interior details 
are elegant; very high ceilings, black marble mantels and floors of wide 
blanks of Georgia Pine. The front windows in the living and dining rooms 
lave jib doors which give access to the verandah. The bedrooms also have 
ioors onto the verandah. 

The kitchen is reached by a breeze-way containing a pantry. The kitchen 
fireplace has been rebuilt but its chimney is original. The small room 
ibove the kitchen is reached by a narrow enclosed stair. 

)r. Murray built an office near the house. It is heated by a small iron 
stove. A stable was also built at the same time. The occupants of "Arden" 
lave been "gentleman farmers" if farmers at all so the argicultural chara
cter of many rural homes is missing here. The house is reached from the 
road through dense woods and there are no distant views of fields. The 
/ery suitable same "Arden" was chosen at a dinner party at "Lothian" (AA-
58-O-b) soon after the house was built. Dr. Murray preferred it over the 
Jther choice;"Longwood"j so he raised both hands when the vote was taken. 
[The source of this story is a letter written by Murray and still in the 
possession of a member of the family. The list of materials for the house 
md other records have also been preserved.) 
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"Arden" 
West Side of Harwood Road 
11/2 miles North of Harwood 
Maryland Anne Arundel 

OWNER: 

CMDR. and Mrs. Eric S. Purdon 
Harwood, Maryland 20776 Phone 867-0355 

# 7 continued 

James Murray's daughter, Miss Meta Murray, lived in the house until 1940. 
It was then sold three times before the present owners bought it in 1960. 
Major improvements such as electricity, central heat, plumbing and insu
lation were made in the 1940's but the house retains its original appear
ance and character. 
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AA-212&AA-212A 
Arden & Arden Slave House 
449 Harwood Road, Harwood 
Bowie Quadrangle 



















Arden AA~3L\SL Entrance d r i v e looking west toward 

Harwood M§fcXElU:SS 

Anne Arundel County DOCDADCP>-

PREPARED- 5/77 JAC 
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Arden ,4/4 !2JQ Main House from Northeast 
Harwood "~ <^' c CrAI F • 
Anne Arundel County _.«,..«.. ̂ .̂-̂  
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Arden AA"*'AJS Main House from Southeast 
Harwood ^PAIF* 
Anne Arundel County PREPARED • 5/77 JAG 
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Arden A A 0 l n Main House, East facade 

Harwood SCALE: 
Anne Arundel County PREPARED • 5/77 JAC 
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Arden A/t -~&i l£k Main_House, East facade entrance 

Harwood IsCALE« 
Anne Arundel County ,»--.»» »•.»«. 
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Arden An'%1^ Main House, south facade 
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Arden 4 / f v l ' « * M a i n House, West facade 
Harwood SCALE : 
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Arden /M-^lcX Main House, North facade 
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Arden /V 4 1> / *} Office and o u t b u i l d i n g , e a s t 

Harwood + " * ' * Ifffigx 
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Arden A&~et\el Office from Northwest 
Harwood SCALE5 
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Arden A A ""̂  lot Looking east from Main House 

Harwood ^ S H ? ' 
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Arden A A ̂ 0 /O Looking Northeast from Main House 
xĵ ».„„„j r" ^l&i entrance 
Harwood <lf*A| P : 
Anne Arundel County ««.-„* rn-r*. 
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Arden ^ ' P O Barn> W e s t f a c a d e 
Harwood ^ P A I F 1 
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Arden AA'*^l3i Barn, North facade 
Harwood 
Anne Arundel County oV-ALt* 
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Arden I Tenant House from South 
Harwood ^f Al F : 
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Arden AA'^Ll^A Tenant House, south facade 
Harwood CfAl F • 
Anne Arundel County PREPARED' 5/77 JAC 
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